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The idea was only partly ^realized during the next twenty years, and at the election of 1906 there was a large measure of co-operation between Liberal and Labour which greatly contributed to the Liberal triumph of that year. But with a Liberal Government in power and Labour spokesmen in Parliament, organized Labour became more active, and during the next few years there were serious strikes in the railway, coal-mining, cotton, building and transport industries. Not all of these were successful, but several of them were on a scale which required Government intervention in the public interest. From this time onwards it was certain that the Government would be an active party in all great industrial disputes. The spread of trade-unionism from a local to a national form of organization entailed this consequence, but it was a wide departure from nineteenth-century practice, and required Governments to take an active and unremitting interest in industrial questions. There followed in due course the establishment of a Labour Department with a Labour Minister. Industrial and social questions now became of the highest importance.
The three Liberal Parliaments from 1906 to 1914 were much occupied with the House of Lords and Irish controversies, but the co-operation of Labour and Liberal was justified from the Labour point of view by the Trade Disputes Act, by the institution of old-age pensions, by the Trade Boards Bill, which greatly improved the position of sweated labour, by the sickness, accident and unemployment insurance established in these years, and sundry other social legislation. Some of these measures added substantially to the real wages of the workers and represented a considerable redistribution of wealth to their advantage.
The history of Labour during the war has still to be written, but in general it was a time of soaring prices with wages rather more than keeping pace. In fact the workers came out of the war with a substantial advantage compared with their previous position, but the very serious question remained whether they could keep this advantage when prices fell.
The struggle, open or veiled, on this question which has continued since the war ended has been one of the principal factors in the economic history of die country. The gre;
